
Creekside Church of the Brethren 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent  

December 24, 2006, 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

“Let me not wrap, stack, box, bag, tie, tag, bundle, seal, and keep Christmas. Christmas kept 
is liable to mold. Let me give Christmas away, unwrapped, by exuberant armfuls. Let me 
share, dance, live Christmas unpretentiously, merrily, responsibly with overflowing hands, 
tireless steps and sparkling eyes. Christmas given away will stay fresh—even until it comes 
again. “ --Linda Felver 

Gathering 
 

PRELUDE  
 

WORD OF WELCOME Pastor David 
 

Praising God 
 

HYMN (insert) “Longing for Light” 
             Lighting the fourth Candle of Advent 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively) Mark Arnold 
 1. We have found the kingdom. 
 2. We have found love. 
 All: We have found God. 
 1. When do we find the kingdom? 
 2. When do we find love? 
 All: When do we find love? 
 1. When we feed God’s flock in the strength of the Lord; 
 2. When we stand in the majesty of the name of the Lord our God; 
 All: when we, with the Lord, are one in peace. 
 1. Look now to the kingdom. 
 2. Look now to love. 
 All: Look now to God. 
 

*OPENING PRAYER (unison) 
 Lord Jesus, on this day you were born among us, taking our flesh, our humanity 

upon yourself, our need, our problems, our suffering, and our pain. Lord Jesus, on 
this day, you left your heavenly glory and took on our earthly form. On this day, 
you demonstrated to us to what incredible lengths you would stoop in order to lift 
us up to God. You descended to earth that we might rise to heaven. Be born in our 
hearts, Lord Jesus, help us to see our lives caught up in your glory, enable us to see 
our lives transformed in your life, lift us up, descend to us that we might rise with 
you. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Karen Eis 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

NATIVITY DEDICATION 
 The Manger and Animals 
 No. 194 vs. 1-2  (Blue) “Away In a Manger” 
 The Holy Family 
 No. 197 vs. 3-4     “        “Angels We Have Heard On High” 
 The Angels 
 No. 201 vs. 1, 3    “            “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 The Shepherds 
 No. 199 vs. 1        “                                                    “The First Noel” 
 The Wise Men 
 Insert    vs. 1, 5                                                 “We Three Kings” 
 Prayer of Dedication 
 No. 212 vs. 1 (Blue) “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

GIVING BACK TO GOD 
 Offertory  

*Response no. 204 (Blue) “Gloria” 
*Prayer of Dedication  

 

(The pre-schoolers are dismissed to the nursery.) 
 

Hearing God’s Word 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Micah 5:2-5a 
 

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 1:39-55 
 

SERMON                                     “Love Makes a Promise” David Bibbee 
 

Sending 
 

*HYMN NO. 195 (Blue) “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
 

*CLOSING PRAYER 
 

*RESPONSE (insert) “He Came Down” 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 
 

*Please stand as you are able. 
Bulletins may be recycled in the baskets located in gathering area. 



Website:  www.creeksideconnected.com 
STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES: 

The Office (Cindy):  office@creeksideconnected.com 
Pastor David:  pastordavid@creeksideconnected.com 

Jean Mann:  jmann@creeksideconnected.com 
 

Staff Office Hours Week: 
Cindy Harman:  9:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m.; 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Mon. – Fri. 

Jean Mann:       Tues., Wed.   8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Pastor David:    9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Tues. – Fri. 

 

Bulletin and weekly news deadline: 12:00 Noon on Tuesday 
 

CREEKSIDE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
60455 C.R. 113 

Elkhart, IN 46517 
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Today:  December 24, 2006 
Preaching David Bibbee  Children’s Message Karen Eis 
Worship 
Leader Mark Arnold  Acolyte Darren Vance 

Music 
Director Janet Berkebile  Sound Engineer Gary Arnold 

Organist Marilee Gilliland  Graphics Operator Brian Arnold 
Pianist David Gilliland    

 
BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 
Dec. 25 Grace Bollinger Dec. 28 Rick & Valerie Rodgers 
Dec. 27 Sue Troyer Dec. 29 James & Beth Breidenbach 
 

 

Last Sunday 
General Fund $ 2,180.00 Building for Christ $        1,760.00 
Church Community Services $      25.00 Fellowship Time $             32.85 
  General Board/Christmas $             25.00 
 

Our Mission:  
Because we are God’s beloved in Christ, united in the Spirit we 

Seek God’s love in our lives 
Celebrate God’s love in vital worship 

Share God’s love through acceptance, service, and witness. 
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Warm Wishes…for a happy holiday season and a bright new year. 

 
 
With God’s love, 
Count your blessings.  Name them one by one and see what the Lord has done.   
 
Thank you for the beautiful and meaningful gift and Dick’s gift of a poinsettia, as 
well. 
 

With Love & Caring, 
Eileen & Dick Rohrer 

********************************************************************************************** 
My heartfelt thanks to the Creekside Church – my church – and the Outreach 
Mission for the inspiring book of devotions by Max Lucado.  He is one of my 
favorite authors. 
 
It was so kind and thoughtful of you to remember me at Christmas.   
 

May God bless you all, 
With love, 

Lois Thompson 
********************************************************************************************** 

A Christmas Wish from the Loth’s 
There are so many things to love about this time of year…the traditions and 
decorations, time with friends and family, giving gifts to those we love.  
Sometimes, it’s easy to lose sight of the reason behind the holidays—the birth of 
our Savior. 
 
This season, may you never lose sight of Jesus.  May you find His joy within each 
carol, His peace in a busy world, His hope as you look forward to a brand new 
year.  May His love glow ever brighter within your own life as it shines into the 
lives of others. 
 
Warm blessing of the season to one and all! 
 

With Love and Prayers in 2007, 
Eugene and Suze (daughter) 


