
Creekside Church of the Brethren 
The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 23, 2007, 9:00 a.m. 
 

The World is About to Turn: “Be Restored”! 
 

Gathering 
 

PRELUDE           
 
GATHERING MUSIC (All selections are from the Blue Hymnal) 
 No. 194 “Away in a Manger” 
 No. 206 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 No. 202 “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy” 
   
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor David 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)  

One: Come, people! Let us worship Immanuel—God-with-us! 
Men: All across this weary world, turning slowly with stiff and painful 

joints, 
Women: God with us, turn us, ever so gently, in the dance of a new dream. 
One: Come, Immanuel! God-with-us!” 
All: May hope blossom once more within our hearts. 

 
*HYMN NO. 28 (Renew) “Emmanuel” 
 
*OPENING PRAYER  
 
*INTROIT (insert) “Longing for Light” 
  
 BRINGING THE ADVENT CANDLES  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Advent Visitor:  Elizabeth 
 
HYMN NO. 199, vs. 1-2 (Blue) “The First Noel” 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
One: God, we weary ourselves with the ticker tapes in our brains—to-do lists, 

conversation sound bites, tomorrow’s schedule. 
All: Restore us to the light of your presence, and we shall be saved. 
One: We are haunted by shame, fear, and anger. Instead of food we feed on tears. 
All: Restore to us the light of your presence, and we shall be saved. 
One: How can we do your will when we are distracted and broken? Lord, where 

is your salvation? 
All: Restore to us the light of your presence, and we shall be saved. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

SOLO                                                        ”Mary’s Song” Lynn Cooper 
 

OFFERING 
If we get our attitude toward money straight, it will help straighten out almost every 
other area of life.                                                                            -Billy Graham 

 

Offertory 
 *Response No. 204 (Blue) “Gloria” 
 *Prayer of Dedication  
 

Hearing God’s Word 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 7:10-16 
 

HYMN NO. 208 (Blue) “Love Came Down at Christmas” 
 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 1:18-25 
 

ADVENT VISITOR The Shepherdess 
 

SERMON                                                   “Noticing Joseph” Pastor David 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

*HYMN NO. 197 (Blue) “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 

*CLOSING PRAYER 
 

*RESPONSE (insert) “My Soul Cries Out” 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 
*Please stand as you are able. 

Bulletins may be recycled in the baskets located in gathering area. 



Website:  www.creeksideconnected.com 
STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES: 

The Office (Cindy):  office@creeksideconnected.com 
Pastor David:  pastordavid@creeksideconnected.com 

 

Staff Office Hours Weekly: 
Cindy Harman:  9:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m.; 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Mon. – Fri. 

Pastor David:    9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Tues. – Fri. 
 

Bulletin and weekly news deadline: 12:00 Noon on Tuesday 
 

CREEKSIDE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
60455 C.R. 113 

Elkhart, IN 46517-9183 
574-875-7800 telephone 

574-875-7885 fax 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
    
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
   
 
 
  BIRTHDAYS  ANNIVERSARIES                                               
                                             
 Dec.   25 Grace Bollinger Dec. 28 Rick & Valerie Rodgers 
 Dec.   27 Sue Bibbee  Dec. 29 Jim & Beth Breidenbach 
 Dec.   28 Katie Carney  Dec. 31 Jim & Esther Buchanan 
     

 
 
 
 

Today:  Dec. 23, 2007 
Preaching David Bibbee  Soloist Laurie King 
Reading 
Scripture Becca McFadden  Acolytes Junior High 

Song Leader Rosanna McFadden  Greeters Sandy Gordon & 
Rosemary Pletcher 

Organist Marilee Gilliland  Sound 
Engineer Gary Arnold 

Pianist David Gilliland  Graphics 
Operator Brian Arnold 

Children’s Story Sue Bibbee/Maryann Zerbe  Worship 
Childcare Deana Markley 

Shepherdess Rosanna McFadden    
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 23, 2007 
 



Date of Announcements –12 / 23 / 07 
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Next Sunday:  Dec. 30, 2007 

Preaching David Bibbee  Children’s 
Story 

Sue Bibbee/ 
Andrew Lund 

Worship 
Leader 

Youth reading 
scripture only  Worship 

Childcare Tim McFadden 

Song 
Leader Rosanna McFadden  Sound 

Engineer Roger Griffith 

Organist Marilee Gilliland  Graphics 
Operator Darren Vance 

Pianist Maryann Zerbe  Greeters Marge Kirkdorffer 
Norma Miller 

Acolytes Jr. High  Special 
Music Laurie King 

 
 
ADDRESS/DIRECTORY 
CHANGES 
Pastor David & Sue’s new address:  

56559 CR 13 
                  Elkhart, IN 46516 

 
Michael & Kathy George  – address should read: 
152 EAST Walnut St., instead of West 
 
Jeff & Gail Vance  – new address: 
1422 W. Lexington 

 
There have been several times when the office has been left 
unlocked and/or open.  When you are the last one to leave, 
please make sure that all doors are locked.  Also, the kitchen 
door is to be kept closed for fire purposes when it is not being 
used.    The window can be left open. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING MINUTES 
There are extra copies of the Congregational Meeting 
Minutes from November 11, 2007 at Welcome Area. 

NOTE THAT THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
ON MONDAY (12/24) AND TUESDAY (12/25) 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS.  



Date of Announcements –12 / 23 / 07 
 

NOTE FROM CHURCH COMMUNITY SERVICES 
After three armed robberies at the bank where she worked, Adell was so 
traumatized she knew she had to find a different job. That search took 
longer than planned so she came to Church Community Services (CCS) 
seeking help with her rent. While we assisted with rent, our Client 
Counselor also suggested she apply to our Soup Of Success Job and Life 
Skill Training Program (SOS). Adell entered our SOS program in 
September. 
 

Thanks to the contributions of Creekside Church of the Brethren to CCS 
we have been able to help Adell and 138 other families this past year 
avoid eviction when they were having a financial crisis. Your church's 
support has also kept 411 families warm (by helping to pay their utility 
bills), and provided life saving medications to 684 individuals. Even 
more significant, your generosity has provided food to 13,900 families 
through our food pantry. This year alone 83 women's lives have been 
changed through our SOS training and support services. Of the women 
who completed the program this year, 90% are currently employed or in 
school preparing for a sustainable career. 
 

In the past four months (August-November) Creekside Church of the 
Brethren has contributed $950.00. Your help is vital. As we head into 
the winter months we are especially in need of additional food for the 
food pantry. The lobby continues to fill each day with people looking for 
help. It takes a lot of stock to keep our shelves full for the thousands of 
families who come to relieve their hunger with free groceries. It takes 
the whole community to feed the hungry and respond to critical needs 
of people living in poverty and those just trying to weather one of life's 
storms. 
 

Our needs are urgent! In the last 3 months we have seen a 7% increase 
in the number of people coming for assistance over the same period last 
year. That means more than 100 additional people each month! We are 
turning more people away because we don't have enough resources to 
help them. 
 

Would your church consider increasing its support of Church 
Community Services in 2008? Our costs continue to rise: cost of food we 
buy is going up; training wages of SOS participants have gone up to 
$5.85/hr. (current min. wage); employee health care costs are rising as is 
our facility insurance. Churches provide at least 30% of our income, the 
largest source of our support. 
 

We are grateful to be your partners in ministry in the community. We see 
the face of Jesus in those we serve every day. Help us be a haven of love 
and care for those in need. 
 
 

Current Year - 2007 

YTD Net Monthly 
Net Expenses Income Month 

1,476.41 1,476.41 18,529.72 20,006.13 Jan 

-3,687.89 -5,164.30 22,057.36 16,893.06 Feb 

-3,923.78 -235.89 19,589.82 19,353.93 Mar 

-4,445.05 -521.27 19,806.95 19,285.68 Apr 

-2,081.83 2,363.22 17,596.30 19,959.52 May 

-5,066.01 -2,984.18 20,677.67 17,693.49 Jun 

-3,292.29 1,773.72 20,302.00 22,075.72 Jul 

-2,818.08 474.21 16,891.51 17,365.72 Aug 

-676.32 2,141.76 17,465.18 19,606.94 Sep 

-5,230.37 -4,554.05 18,718.78 14,164.73 Oct 

-4,612.81 617.56 16,252.46 16,870.02 Nov 

        Dec 

Totals  207,887.75 203,274.94 Totals 

Percent  78.5% 76.7% Percent 

Budget  $264,950.00 $264,950.00 Budget 
As of November 30, 
2007 207,887.75 203,274.94 Totals 

   78.5% 76.7% 
% of 
budget 

 


