
Creekside Church of the Brethren 
Thanksgiving Sunday 

November 23, 2008,   9:00 a.m. 
 

Gathering 
 

PRELUDE                                         “Prayer of Thanksgiving” Arr. Tedd Smith and Don Hustad 
                                                              “We Gather Together” Arr. Marilyn Carlson 
 
GATHERING MUSIC (8:55 a.m.)   
    No.  17 (Blue) “We Gather Together” 
    No.  53 (Blue) “God of the Earth, the Sky, the Sea” 
     
WORDS OF WELCOME  Pastor David 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP Lodema Hoke 
   Responses are from No. 96 (Blue), chorus and verse 3 “We Plow the Fields and Scatter” 
 

One: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship the Lord with 
gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Sing: All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above. 
 We thank you, Lord, we thank you, Lord, for all your love. 
One: Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his, 
 we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
Sing: All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above. 
 We thank you, Lord, we thank you, Lord, for all your love.  
One: Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to 

him, bless his name.  
All: All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above. 
 We thank you, Lord, we thank you, Lord, for all your love.  
One: For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness 

to all generations. (Psalm 100) 
All: Verse 3 and chorus 
 

*OPENING PRAYER 
 

Rooted in God 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sabrina Fritz 
 

ANTHEM                                           “Song of Thanksgiving” Anna Laura Page 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
 
OFFERING 

“The worship offering [is] a pure gift to God in thankfulness for what we have 
already received. It should therefore be an exciting and major part of the service.” Is 
it?                                           -- Lynn Miller 
 

Offertory                         “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” George J. Elvey 
 arr. Tedd Smith/Don Hustad 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 

 O God, we bring to you our tithes and our offerings, symbols of the work you 
enable us to do.  We pray that these gifts may be used in love and service. We 
dedicate to you our lives---lives that can only be made whole by your holy 
presence, that you may use us as your grateful servants, to bless one another and 
the world you have made.  Amen.  

 
*Hymn No. 94 vs. 1, 2 (Blue) “Come, Ye Thankful People” 
 

(The Preschoolers are dismissed to the nursery.) 
 

Growing in Jesus 
 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 25:14-30 
 
SERMON                             “Extravagance and Insufficiency” Pastor David 
 

Bearing Fruit in the Spirit 
 
*HYMN NO. 266 (Renew) “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” 
 
*SENDING (unison) 

We go in peace, asking:  that the Lord grant us ever grateful hearts, 
----that we may be blessed with eyes that see his wonders,  
 ears that hear his loving word and hearts that are moved to respond. 
----and that all of the blessings of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit fill us  
 both now and forevermore. Amen. 

 
POSTLUDE 

*Please stand as you are able. 
Bulletins may be recycled in the baskets located in gathering area. 



Website:  www.creeksideconnected.com 
STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES: 

The Office (Cindy):  office@creeksideconnected.com 
Pastor David:  pastordavid@creeksideconnected.com 

 

Staff Office Hours Weekly: 
Cindy Harman:  9:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m.; 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Mon. – Fri. 

Pastor David:    9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Tues. – Fri. 
 

Bulletin and weekly news deadline: 12:00 Noon on Tuesday 
 

CREEKSIDE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
60455 C.R. 113 

Elkhart, IN 46517-9183 
574-875-7800 telephone 

574-875-7885 fax 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
    
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
               Birthdays                                       Anniversaries 
 Nov. 24 Cathy Barwick Nov. 24 David & Sue Bibbee 
 Nov. 28 Valerie Rodgers Nov. 27 Don & Vicki Ellis 
    Nov. 29 Bill & Jan Birr 
    Nov. 30 Dave & Laurie Mastic 

 
Last Sunday 

NON-BUDGETED OFFERING BUDGETED OFFERING 
Sunday School Offerings $    131.00 General Fund $  2,387.25 
Fellowship Time 11/9 $      18.95 Building for Christ $     380.00 
Fellowship Time 11/16 $      10.00 Pop Cans for Building for Christ $       24.00 
Church Community Services $        5.00 Postage  
    

TOTAL 11/16 OFFERING 
FOR ITEMS NOT INCLUDED 
IN BUDGET 

$    164.95 

TOTAL 11/16 OFFERING FOR 
ITEMS INLCUDED IN BUDGET $   2,791.25 

NEEDED WEEKLY TO MEET 
ITEMS BUDGETED $  5,183.89 

 

 
Today:  November 23, 2008 

Preaching Pastor David  Greeters Bill & Rosemary Pletcher 
Song Leader Rosanna McFadden  Sound Engineer Gary Arnold 
Worship Leader Lodema Hoke  Graphics Operator Darren Vance 
Organist Marilee Gilliland  Screen Creation Gary Arnold 
Pianist Shelly Randall  Worship Childcare Deana Markley 
Children’s Story Sabrina Fritz  Pray with Pastor Ted Noffsinger 
Flutist Jenny Cooper    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

November 23, 2008 
 



Date of Announcements –11 / 23 / 08 
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Next Sunday:  November 30, 2008 
 

Preaching Pastor David  Greeters Myrtis Justiniano/ 
Wylan Shultz 

Song Leader Rosanna 
McFadden 

 Worship Childcare Tim McFadden 

Worship 
Leader Norma Miller  Sound Engineer Gary Arnold 

Organist Marilee 
Gilliland 

 Graphics Operator Jenny Cooper 

Pianist Maryann 
Zerbe 

 Screen Creation Lisa Vardaman 

Children’s 
Story Sue Bibbee  Pray with Pastor Ted Noffsinger 

 

 
Budget and debt counseling 
With rising prices and economic uncertainty, MMA offers you help in 
reviewing your spending habits, debts, and budget. MMA offers free 
budgeting and debt counseling through LSS Financial Counseling to help 
with your basic finances and debt issues. Visit MMA-online.org or call 
(877) 809-0039 to learn more about this service. 
 
Savings and investment services 
Concerned about your savings and investment situation during these 
extreme financial times? MMA offers financial expertise and services in 
tune with your faith values. Call your MMA advisor or (800) 348-7468, or 
visit www.MMA-online.org. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Creekside Kids will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army on 
Saturday, December 13 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Concord 
Mall main entrance.  Please come donate to the Salvation Army 
and hear us singing carols and ringing bells! 

 
 



Date of Announcements –11 / 23 / 08 
 

CROP WALK REPORT 
We had a successful CROP Walk back in October.  Our church raised $2,287.  
Special thanks go to our walkers - the Junior Hi’s:  Heather Otto, Maddie 
Randall, Tim & Shelly Randall – also, Brian Arnold, Darren Vance, Johnathon 
Hoke, Bill & Rosemary Pletcher, David & Sue Bibbee, Carolyn Colver, and 
Myrtis Justiniano. 
 
Special thanks to all in our congregation who supported these walkers with 
your pledges!! 

 
Friday, 11/14 
Here's the latest from Chuck:  "Yup, I'm here safe and 
sound with all our stuff - no hassle at the airport - Rich and 
Dan were there to pick me up.  Rain held off until we got 
to Dan's to unload.  Actually I feel great.  Kenya Airways 
had a good, hot lunch on board again, and I've just had a 
couple of fresh, glazed donut holes here at Smyth's.  Yes, 

they have a donut and bagel factory going here now to help some 
women make money, and that doesn't hurt me a bit." 
  
Sounds like we have a happy Chuck in Rwanda.  Thanks everyone for 
your prayers for safety and smoothness in travel, and now for Chuck as 
he 'house-furniture-vehicle hunts' for our Jan move. 
  
Tuesday, 11/18 
While we awoke to a blanket of snow and are enjoying the thought of a 
taste of real winter before we move, Chuck's half way around the globe, 
with snow as the last thing on his mind  :)   
  
Here's a clip of what he shared this morning.................... 
  
The Lord has been good and helpful to me this morning.  I woke up at 
5:00 with much anxiety about not having found a house yet.  I have loved 
the sunrises here at Rich's across the valley - beautiful!  And I haven't 
found a house that meets our criteria with a view of sunrise or sunset like 
that.  Anyway, I was struggling and telling God how stupid I felt, for I 
know I could have His peace and "son-rise" in my heart even in a prison 
cell - and here I am complaining or jealous or wanting everything nice in 
the world's terms instead of praying to be put where the people really 
need us, etc., etc.  Seems like I prayed forever, then went downstairs 
with my Bible (Smyth's weren't up yet) and when, out of curiosity, I 
looked up what the scripture reading on the "Bible in a Year" would be for 
today - it was Philippians.  So I read it, and when I got to Phil.4 - "Have 
no anxiety about anything but by prayer and petition with thanksgiving..."  

So God is good.  But I really feel a need of your prayers this morning.  I 
want to see and honor God with the whole situation I've got on this trip. 
   
Wednesday,  11/19 
Chuck CALLED this a.m. with GOOD NEWS AND OTHER NEWS......... 
  
The GOOD news is that the Lord has provided a house for us!  About all I 
know is that the rent was not higher than we had expected and our closest 
neighbors out of the people we know in Kigali will be a key couple who work 
with street kids.   I'm so happy to know that this has come together for us.   
Chuck would like to send a few pictures, but internet has been down in 
Kigali AND ........ 
  
The OTHER news is that the US Embassy has asked all Americans not to 
leave their homes today.  There's apparently some sort of demonstration 
happening in town that has to do with a Rwandan cabinet member being 
arrested in Germany.  It's something political but Chuck says nothing 
happening is violent and the lock down is just precautionary. 
  
I know Chuck would very much appreciate continued prayers to pull 
everything together that needs to be:  locating workers (especially a guard 
for our empty house),  buying some appliances,  finding a vehicle to buy,  
and working out last minute preparations for next week's EE leadership 
training clinic which he flies to in Burundi on Friday.  With the luxuries of 
email and getting around taken away, it complicates things greatly. 
  
Thanks everyone for lifting up Chuck and the situation to the Throne!!! 
 Resting in Jesus,  Debby 
 

 
 
We have recently received a generous gift from the 
Kathyrn Long Estate. 
 

 
Hacienda Gives Back Fiesta for Center for Healing and Hope, 
December 8 at the Easy Shopping Center Hacienda in Elkhart.  
Hacienda will donate 20% of what you spend on our Gives Back 
Fiesta Day. All you have  to do is bring in the token provided, show 
it to your server, and everything on your bill will be counted for the 
20%..  Coupons are available at the Welcome Center. 




