Creekside Church of the Brethren

The 3rd Sunday in Advent
December 14, 2008, 9:00 a.m.

Behind all our fun and games at Christmastime, we should not try to escape a sense
of awe, almost a sense of fright, at what God has done. We must never allow
anything to blind us to the true significance of what happened at Bethlehem so long
ago. Nothing can alter the fact that we live on a visited planet. -- J. B. Phillips

Gathering

PRELUDE “Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow” Robert J. Hughes

GATHERING MUSIC (8:55 a.m.)
No. 211 (Blue)
No. 198 (Blue)

“Lo, How a Rose”
“Let Our Gladness Have No End”

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE

Advent Songbook No. 2 “You Are the Light”

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)
One: The Spirit of the Lord is upon us.
All: You, me, us—the Spirit of the Lord is upon us to bring good news.
One: We bring good news to the oppressed and heartbroken.
All: We bring good news to ruined cities and scarred countrysides.
One: We bring good news to the weak and poor.
All: We bring good news to those who have plenty and yet are empty.
One: Let the Spirit of the Lord be upon us so seeds of tears can grow into harvests

of joy.

All: Let the Spirit of our God be upon us to restore the face of the earth.

Sue Bibbee

*HYMN NO. 174 (Blue) “Blessed Be the God of Israel”

*OPENING PRAYER
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sue Bibbee

Confessing
VOICES OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

RESPONSE (Advent Songbook No. 3, vs. 1, 2, & 3)

Praying

“He Came Down”

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION
Restoring God, we bring you our joys...
(Pastor and congregation will offer prayers of praise):

Restoring God, we bring you our concerns...
(Pastor and congregation will offer prayer concerns):

PRAYER SONG (Advent Songbook No. 4) “Lord, Jesus Christ” (Taizé)

OFFERING
“Thou shalt not covet” is economic policy. When you get into a safe place you will
become greedy. Your stuff will make you forget that it is all a gift!
-- Walter Brueggemann

Offertory “In the Bleak Midwinter”
*Response (Advent Songbook No. 14)
*Prayer of Dedication

“In the Bleak Midwinter”

(The Preschoolers are dismissed to the nursery.)

Hearing God’s Word
GOSPEL LESSON John 1:6-8, 19-28
SERMON “The Restoring Face” Pastor David
Sending
*HYMN NO. 182 (Blue) “Oh, How Shall I Receive Thee”
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE “Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall Come” James Denton

*Please stand as you are able.

Bulletins may be recycled in the baskets located in gathering area.



Website: www.creeksideconnected.com

STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES:
The Office (Cindy): office@creeksideconnected.com
Pastor David: pastordavid@creeksideconnected.com

Staff Office Hours Weekly:

Pastor David: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Tues. — Fri.

Bulletin and weekly news deadline: 12:00 Noon on Tuesday

CREEKSIDE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
60455 C.R. 113
Elkhart, IN 46517-9183
574-875-7800 telephone
574-875-7885 fax

Cindy Harman: 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.; 1:00 p.m. — 3:00 p.m. Mon. - Fri.

Birthdays Anniversaries
Dec. 15 Molly George Dec. 17 Bill & Janet Swigert
Dec. 16 Doris Hostetler Dec. 21 Paul & Paulajean Ritzmann

Dec. 18 Dave Mastic
Dec. 21 Michael George
Dec. 21 Cindy Harman

Last Sunday
NON-BUDGETED OFFERING BUDGETED OFFERING
Sunday School Offerings $ 290.00 | General Fund $ 5,893.35
Fellowship Time $ 81.00 | Building for Christ $ 2,210.00
Baldwins $ 10.00
TOTAL 12/7 OFFERING FOR ;I:T%-II;IIASLI:‘IZLIZ:SI;:IIE:ET:INSUII:J%RET $ 8,103.35
ITEMS NOT INCLUDED IN $ 381.00
BUDGET NEEDED WEEKLY TO MEET $ 5.183.89
ITEMS BUDGETED e
Today: December 14, 2008
Preaching Pastor David Greeters Myron & Sandy Miller
Song Leader Rosanna McFadden Sound Engineer Jenny Cooper
Worship Leader = Sue Bibbee Graphics Operator | Brian Arnold
Organist Sharon Mockler Screen Creation Gary Arnold
Pianist Maryann Zerbe Worship Childcare i/;a\;z),n[feul\l/\l/}lf ael;[sm/
Children’s Story | Sue Bibbee Pray with Pastor Lynn Bollinger
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Next Sunday: December 21, 2008

SATURDAY

12/20
12/27
1/3

FRIDAY
D OFFICE
CLOSED

12/19
12/26
1/3
FD

THURSDAY

OFFICE CLOSE

12/18
12/25
1/1

. . Keith & Doris
Preaching Pastor David Greetgti ~ Hostetler
Rosanna . .
Song Leader McFadden Worshlp Childcare | Deana Markley
Worship Rosemary .
Leader Pletcher Sound Engineer |y Cooper
Organist ‘Marilee Gilliland | | Graphics Operator | Darren Vance
| Pianist Shelly Randall Screen Creation Gary Arnold
gt}:) 1:;1ren s Sue Bibbee Pray with Pastor Lynn Bollinger
e I
Mastic and
Acolytes Darren & Cody
Vance

WEDNESDAY
7:00 P.M. - CHOIR
PRACTICE
6:00 P.M. - CHOIROFFICE CLOSE
PRACTICE
7:00 P.M. —
CHRISTMAS
CANDLELIGHT
SERVICE &
COMMUNION
CHOIR SINGS

12/17
12/24
12/31

UPCOMING EVENTS

TUESDAY

12/16
12/23
12/30

MONDAY
12/15
12/22
12/29

SUNDAY
CHOIR SINGS

Congregational Meeting

12/14
12/21
12/28

American Countryside Farmer's Market will be featuring (41)
charity Christmas trees over the holidays. They are inviting the
public to come in and "vote" for their favorite tree/charity. (Each
dollar equals 1 vote.) On Dec. 20, there will be a live auction of the
trees by singing auctioneer, Dane Bailey. Each charity will receive
the money raised for their particular tree (both from votes and

auction.) The CCS tree features over 17,000 clear beads
representing each of our clients served so far in 2008. The beads

were strung by SOS women and staff during an intentional prayer
time for the people in need in Elkhart. The ornaments are letters
that spell out "CHRISTMAS" with each letter representing a "gift
that we give." i.e. C = compassion, H = hope, R = respect, etc. Sewing
instructor, Benda Miller also designed and created a matching tree
skirt featuring the "Gifts We Give" theme. We are grateful to
American Countryside for this opportunity to get the word out.

Stop by and vote for CCS!




It is now the time of year that we
look inside ourselves to be a
blessing to others. Knowing that
times are not as great as we
desire but God is still able to supply all of our needs according to His
riches in Glory. We are in need of some help by providing gift boxes for
the single men and women who reside at Faith Mission.

KHART, INC.

0, BOX

Listed below is a list of items that we have as minimum requirements for
our gift boxes. We would greatly appreciate if all gift boxes can be
wrapped and designated for men or women and include all items in the
box. We would also need to have these items delivered by December 12th,
2008. If you are able to provide either a man or woman gift box or if you
have any questions please contact Irene Mendez at (574) 361-8250. We
greatly appreciate your help and for showing God's love to needy men
and women this Christmas season.

Men's Gift Boxes Women's Gift Boxes
Stocking Hat Stocking Hat

Pair of Gloves Pair of Gloves

Pair of Socks Pair of Socks

Towel & Wash Cloth Towel & Wash Cloth
Daily Devotional Book Daily Devotional Book
Christmas Candy Christmas Candy
Phone Card Phone Card

The second annual Advent Hymnsing and Moravian Lovefeast will be
held Sunday, Dec. 14, at 4:00 p.m. at Rieth Recital Hall in the Goshen
College Music Center. The prelude beginning at 3:45 p.m. will feature
organist Christine Thogersen and a brass quintet. All are invited to come
and join in the congregational singing led by GC music professor Scott
Hochstetler, along with scripture, prayer and the serving of Moravian
bread in this traditional service planned to celebrate the Light of the
world.
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Want to Adopt a SOS Family For Christmas?

CCS is looking for 13 groups to adopt the Soup Of Success
women and their families for Christmas this year. If you or someone
you know would be interested, please contact Betsy Ayrea at (574)
523-1551 x105 or email soupofsuccess@aoS.com for more information.

Give a special keepsake biography to children in your family this
Christmas!

To celebrate the 300" anniversary of the Brethren Churches, a new
illustrated biography about our first minister and founder, Alexander
Mack, was published in the spring of 2008. Authored by educator,
Myrna Grove, and illustrated by artist Mary Jewell, Alexander Mack:
A Man Who Rippled the Waters informs readers about events and
influences that inspired Alexander Mack and the Brethren in the early
18™ century. With 50 carefully researched illustrations in oil, the
book will become a treasured keepsake for all ages in years to come.
64-pages. Hardback book. Written for children 8 and older, plus
adults. Questions? Email: graf24(@cityofbryan.net




