
   

Creekside Church of the Brethren 
The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 20, 2009, 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

PRELUDE                                  “Angels We Have Heard on High” Traditional French Carol 
  Arr. Jeff Bennett 
GATHERING MUSIC (8:55 a.m.) 
 NO. 28 (Renew) “Emmanuel” 
 NO. 26 (Renew) “Jesus, Name Above All Names” 
 NO. 211 (Blue) “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Janet 
 
HYMN (Advent Songbook – Page 2) “You Are the Light” 
 
OPENING PRAYER Sue Noffsinger 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: To you, O Lord, we lift up our hearts!  
Women: In you, gracious God, we put our trust. 
Men: We trust in your faithfulness and goodness. 
Leader: Teach us your ways, Lord, and show us your path. 
Women: Lead us in your truth. 
Men: You are the God of our salvation. 
Leader: Your mercy and your love have stood throughout the ages. 
Women: You have forgiven our sins because of your love for us. 
Men: You are fair and just, always ready to show us the right path. 
Leader: We celebrate your love and faithfulness! 
ALL: Let our worship of God begin      
 

*INVOCATION (Unison)  
Surprising God, your word sets wonder in motion. Like Mary, we are filled with 
amazement that you have found favor with us and that you choose to be present to 
the world through us. We join Mary in giving birth to hope, to love, to peace for all 
creation, in all corners of the world. We praise you for the gift of your Son, whom 
we follow.  Surprising God, bless us again and open us to the wonder of your love 
flowing in us and through us.  In Jesus Name, Amen.  

 
*OPENING HYMN (Advent Songbook – Page 8) “My Soul Is Filled with Joy” 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Kathy Royer 

(sing No. 194 (Blue), vs. 1 “Away in the Manger” as children come forward) 

 

SEEK, CELEBRATE, SHARE  
A time to seek Guidance, celebrate God & share Joys & Concerns 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 

Offertory                               “In the Bleak Midwinter”  Gustav Holst 
                                                 Cara Mastic & Megan Fletcher arr. Bill Wolaver 

 *Response (Advent Songbook – Page 14, vs. 5) “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
 *Prayer of Dedication 

 

(The Preschoolers are dismissed to the nursery.) 
 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                “Peace on the Earth” Don Chapman/Edmund Sears 
Laurie (Arnold) King 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 1:39-55 (NKJV) 
 

SERMON                                                 “A Revolution” Pastor Janet 
 

* BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “He Came Down” 
(Advent Songbook–Page 3–1-hope, 2-peace, 3-joy, 4-love) 

 

*HYMN NO. 208 (Blue) “Love Came Down at Christmas” 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“You’ve Got Mail” 
Re: Shmily 
Let me tell you about a little girl who discovered a great secret from her grandparents. Ever since 
she could remember, her grandparents had played this secret little game. They would leave the 
word "Shmily"--"S-H-M-I-L-Y" around the house for one another. Grandfather would stuff little 
notes with the word "Shmily" in Grandmother’s sock drawer. Grandmother would trace the 
word "Shmily" in the steam on the bathroom mirror so Grandfather would see it when he took 
his morning shower. Over the years, they competed to see who could find the most creative way 
to leave a "Shmily" note for the other. And when Grandmother lost her ten-year fight against 
cancer, her casket was wreathed with a huge bouquet of flowers. And on the yellow ribbon 
around the bouquet was that one word, "Shmily." The thing that held her grandparents'' 
marriage together, the thing that nourished them in life and sustained them in death: Shmily. 
What does Shmily mean? S-h-m-i-l-y: See how much I love you. 
 
God said, “Shmily” I sent my son so that YOU will know my love. I want YOU to have life 
abundant.  I want to be in relationship with YOU.  I forgive YOU.  I give YOU peace and hope 
and joy.  And it doesn’t matter who YOU are or what YOU’VE done.  Shmily. 
 

In the Lord’s love, Pastor Janet 



   

Website:  www.creeksideconnected.com 
STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES: 

The Office (Cindy):  office@creeksideconnected.com 
Pastor Janet:  pastorjanet@creeksideconnected.com 

 

Staff Office Hours Weekly: 
Cindy Harman:  9:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m.; 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Mon. – Fri. 

Pastor Janet:  Tues. & Thurs. - 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Bulletin and weekly news deadline: 12:00 Noon on Tuesday 
 

CREEKSIDE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
60455 C.R. 113 

Elkhart, IN 46517-9183 
574-875-7800 telephone 

574-875-7885 fax 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
    
 

 
 
 
 
   
 

                                        
          Birthdays             Anniversaries        

 Dec. 21 Michael George Dec. 21 Paul & Paulajean Ritzmann 
 Dec. 21 Cindy Harman Dec. 28 Rick & Valerie Rodgers 
 Dec. 22 Roger Neal 
 Dec. 25 Grace Bollinger 
 Dec. 28 Sue Bibbee 
 Dec. 28 Katie Carney 
   

December 20, 2009 
Sermon Pastor Janet  Worship Childcare Vicki Ellis 
Song Leader Cary Kelsey  Sound Engineer Gary Arnold 
Organist Marilee Gilliland  Graphics Operator Brian Arnold 
Pianist Shelly Randall  Screen Creation Jenny Cooper 
Children’s 
Story Kathy Royer  Greeters Roger & Anne 

Griffith 
Worship 
Leader Sue Noffsinger  Pray with Pastor Eric Houser 

Drama* Kurt & Lisa Vardaman/ 
Doris Walters 

 Special Music Laurie (Arnold) King 

   Cello/Accompanist Cara Mastic/ 
Megan Fletcher 

 
*Produced by special arrangement with Contemporary Drama Service.  Written by Linda Allen. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 20, 2009 
 



Organist 
Marilee 
Gilliland 

 Graphics 
Operator 

Joel McFadden 

Pianist Shelly Randall  Screen Creation Gary Arnold 
Children’s 
Story 

Cara Mastic 
 

Pray with Pastor Eric Houser 

 
Creekside Church of the Brethren 

Schedule of Bank Balances 
Beginning Balance (Deficit) Saturday 11/21/09  $  (2,633.48) 
  Deposited Receipts (General)  $    2,406.54  
  Deposited Receipts (Designated)  $      539.00  
   Sub Total  $      312.06  
  Paid Expenses (General)  $  (1,523.37) 
  Paid Expenses (Designated)  $       (10.60) 
Ending Balance (Deficit) Saturday, 11/28/09  $  (1,221.91) 
 
Beginning Balance (Deficit) Saturday 11/28/09  $  (1,221.91) 
  Deposited Receipts (General)  $    2,299.91  
  Deposited Receipts (Designated)  $        96.00  
   Sub Total  $    1,174.00  
  Paid Expenses (General)  $  (3,724.32) 
  Paid Expenses (Designated)  $  (1,562.89) 

Ending Balance (Deficit) Saturday, 12/5/09  $  (4,113.21) 
 

There was an electronic gadget found in the 
CCS box recently.  It looks like some type of 
listening device, perhaps to enhance the 
sound for hearing.  It says on the front “Listen 
Up”.   If this is yours or you know someone 
who might have lost this item, it is in the 
office. 
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Date of Announcements – 12 / 20 / 09 
 

 
 

SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 There will NOT be a time scheduled for individuals to make 
announcements during Worship Services during Advent.  Please 
provide a WRITTEN announcement to Pastor Janet and she will 
make the announcement for you from the pulpit.  Gary Arnold in 
the Media Center will also be glad to place your announcement on 
the screen.  The Media Center requests that your announcement 
be written and given to them at least 7 days prior to when you 
want the announcement on the screen.  Cindy Harman would also 
be able to place your announcement in the weekly announcement 
sheets that are placed in each mailbox.  We appreciate your 
attention to this request. 
  
Praise, Blessing and Joy, Worship Team 
 
 
Beginning Tuesday January 5, 2010, there will be a Bible 
Study Group held at the church on Tuesday evenings at 
6:30 p.m.  All ages and all levels of Bible knowledge are 
invited and encouraged to join the discussion.  See Scott 
Harney if you would like to attend. 

 
 

  
Starting January 3, 2010, 
Worship Services will begin at 
9:30 a.m. 
 
Please let your friends and 
family know so they are 
aware of the change. 

 
LOOKING FOR NEW WAYS TO LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF7...HELP MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IN ONE WOMAN'S LIFE! 

You are invited to become a volunteer mentor for a participant 
in Soup of Success—a Church Community Services program—
who is striving to make positive changes in her life. If you 
have ever parented a child, held a job, managed a household, 
gone to school or figured out how to make ends meet, you have 
all the expertise necessary to be mentor. Come pass on the 
encouragement and support that has helped you along the 
way, and join a group of women who are making a difference. 
Training and support is provided. For more information 
contact Kathy or Abbie at 523-1551. 
 

 
 
Lois Thompson has been moved to the Healthcare 
Wing of Timbercrest.  Her address did not change.  
However, her telephone number did.  It is now 
260-982-3987. 
 
 

 
 
New e-mail address for Walt & Marilee Gilliland – 
wmgilliland@maplenet.net. 
 
 

 
Followers of Faith/Outreach meeting 
on January 14th.  Time to be announced 
later.   We will be taking this meeting to 
brainstorm ideas for next years fund 
raising and outreach projects!  
Everyone is welcome! 


