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PASTORAL PONDERINGS ON DIRT

If you were not in church on December 21, you
missed your Christmas present. Everyone
received a parcel of property, compliments of
the Land Acquisition Committee. It wasn't
much, just a little zip-lock bag of dirt, or if you
prefer the agronomically correct term, "soil"--
sandy loam, to be specific. A label on the bags
read-- "Christmas 2003: We bring you tid-

ings of great joy. We are now landown-

ers! Pray for the future of our

and secure land. She thought to herself, "It
would help if we had something tangible. . . a
shovel of dirt or something." Imagine her sur-
prise when Farmer Steve DePue stood in the
chancel with a shovel announcing a "done
deal" while the ushers distributed bags

church." It is now official. We
are the new stewards of 19.35
acres of land on CR 113, between

of soill
My bag is on my desk as an ob-
b ~_ L ject for contemplation. Did you
s know that it takes 10,000
gja years to create one inch of

topsoil? If you placed a soil

CR 26 and 28. The process took

longer than anticipated, but our

@ sample under a microscope slide
l'# you would see an amazing array

patience, persistence, and faith '
have been rewarded with the acquisition of an
ideal site for a new church.

God has a delightful sense of humor. On the
way to church a member confessed to feeling
frustrated about the time it has taken to find

~ of microbial organisms and de-

cayed matter rich in nutrients nec-
essary to support plant life. Consider all the
bushels of grain that were gleaned from the
land during the nearly one hundred years it
was a farm. Imagine all those night crawlers
working the soil. A twenty acre worm farm!
Wow!
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| was given a song composed by a gentle-
man (or woman), named F.D. Hole. It is sung
to the tune of, "Oh Give Me a Home Where
the Buffalo Roam." It could accurately ex-
press the sentiments of the land's past and
present trustees:

Oh, give me a home

on the deep yellow loam,

That supports the trees and the grass;

Where we hardly recall a bad crop at all,

and the crickets rejoice as we pass.

Contemplating my bag-o-dirt soil, | thought
about the continuity of productivity. We must
not take the land entrusted to us out of pro-
duction. Our vision compels us to roll up our
sleeves, plant seeds, and cultivate the crop to
insure an ongoing harvest. Our crop will not
be corn, soybeans, clover, or alfalfa like John
Schwartzendruber harvested for many years.
We will plants gospel seeds in people's lives
that will take root and transform them into
disciples of Jesus Christ.

"A sower went out to sow," Jesus said. He
cast the seed indiscriminately. Some fell on
the path and was stomped by pedestrians
and eaten by birds. Some fell on rock and
withered. Some fell among thorns and was
choked. But some fell into good soil where it
struck deep roots and yielded a hundredfold.
We have a good plot of land for building a
church. Keep the Cornerstone Committee in
your prayers as they discern our mission and
plan a facility that will help us fulfill it. The ma-
jor task of building, however, does not rest
with this committee. We cannot wait until we
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have a building to plant. Each of us must ask
how God wants us to tend our corner of the
mission plot, beginning now.

F.D. Hole composed another soil song that is
a striking fit for our new, landowner status. It
is sung to the Shaker tune, "Tis a Gift to be
Simple."

T is gift to have soil, 'tis a gift to have land,
'tis a gift to belong to the place where on
we stand.

And if we are contented with the work
that we are going.

We've discovered a community that's
energy renewing.

Chorus:

When true community is gained,

to bow and to bend we shall not be
ashamed.

To turn and to turn will be our delight,
till by turning turning we come right.

'Tis a gift to have seed, 'tis a gift to have
plants.

'Tis a gift to behold so much beauty at a
glance

As we survey a garden where we've
given hours of tolil,

A community of flora, fauna, people and
of sail.

Give us the first note, Jan, and let's sing!

Yours in Christ,
Pastor David
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Five new grants from the General Board's
Emergency Disaster Fund were approved in
recent weeks, sending more than $50,000 in aid
domestically and abroad.

The largest of the grants is for $20,000 and will
support the Church World Service Seminars on
Trauma Awareness and Recovery (STAR) pro-
gram. STAR responds to the needs of clergy and
lay leadership who are impacted by grief, anxiety,
and trauma while serving in the wake of disaster
or terrorism.

The program arose following the Sept. 11 re-
sponse, aimed at building the religious commu-
nity's ability to respond to such incidents. STAR is
coordinated through Eastern Mennonite University
of Harrisonburg, Va., which offers a Conflict
Transformation Program. A pair of $1 million
grants from Church World Service (CWS) have
funded the STAR effort. General Board staff and
board members will undergo the training this
March.

Another of the new Emergency Disaster Fund
grants, for $15,000, will support a CWS appeal for
disaster response in the African nation of Kenya.
Flooding in the region this past fall caused 77
deaths and displaced more than 60,000 people.
The funds will be used to help provide food and
other assistance to more than 10,000 people who
were affected.

A $10,000 grant will send continued support for
CWS' recovery and rehabilitation work in Afghani-
stan. CWS has a long-standing presence in the
region and has developed new programs in re-
sponse to more recent needs. The funds will help
rebuild homes, refurbish and re-supply schools,
and provide means of income for the homeless.

A fourth grant is for $5,000 and will provide

| Newsline scon‘rinuedz I

additional aid for southern California, which was
ravaged by wildfires in October. The funds will
assist with long-term recovery through Church
World Service, focusing especially on minority and
uninsured communities. A grant made in October
provided support for a Disaster Child Care re-
sponse in the region.

The final allocation, for $2,000, will support a
Church World Service appeal for flood recovery
work in northwestern Washington state. A record
rainfall on saturated ground in November dam-
aged or destroyed hundreds of homes. The funds
will aid long-term recovery efforts.

A total of 33 grants have now been made from the
fund this year, totaling nearly $450,000.

Church of the Brethren General Board
Prayer Calendar

Week of Jan. 4

As the wise men brought gifts to the Christ child, offer
yourself and your gifts to Christ's service as we enter
this new calendar year.

Week of Jan. 11

Praise God for the work of the Brethren Service Center
in New Windsor, and for the witness that goes out to
the world through the supplies and materials sent from
its warehouse.

Week of Jan. 18

During this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, pray
that congregations and denominations would find
meaningful ways to work together to advance the min-
istry of Jesus Christ.

Week of Jan. 25

Ask that the Holy Spirit might bring discernment as
new mission coordinators are called out for the
church’s work in Nigeria, to share the journey with a
passionate and growing Nigerian church.
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| Newsline I

The following articles appeared in “Newsline” and have been edited to fit this page. To view them in their entirety, you may receive Newsline by e-mail, by calling 1-800-
323-8039, ext. 263, or write CoBNews@aol.com Newsline is also available at www.brethren.org and is archived at www.wfn.org. Also see Photo Journal at
www.brethren.org/pjournal/index.htm for photo coverage of recent events. Newsline is produced by Walt Wiltschek, manager of the General Board’s News Services.

QDV AND A A logo based on the
. <, centuries-old Alexan-
G der Mack Jr. seal wil
== adorn the halls at the
© 2004 Annual Confer-
. “ ence in Charleston,
§§ W.Va.

sy v Bl

Ul mindo ™ Working with modera-
tor Chris Bowman, Program and Arrangements
Committee member Rosanna Eller McFadden
designed the logo featuring the familiar cross,
heart, and grape bunches in the center. It is encir-
cled by the words of the theme: "Loving God and
Neighbor. Heart, Soul, Mind, Strength."

In a statement about the logo, McFadden writes,
"In the 1970s, my father, Vernard Eller, adapted
the Mack seal to use in his teaching. | sat through
innumerable (and seemingly interminable)
lectures on Brethren history, doodling on that
handout. Fortunately, adulthood has brought me a
deeper understanding of and appreciation for the
love of family and church that my parents made
an inseparable part of my childhood."

She notes symbols in the logo that point to the
vertical relationship with God, horizontal relation-
ships with one another, Christ's love at the inter-
section of the cross, and the fruit we

bear as we manifest that love. She says the
“rough-hewn" appearance of the design echoes
the church's heritage--"that what we Brethren
need to guide us in the 21st century has been part
of our history all along."

The logo will appear on the Annual Conference
booklet, a banner in the worship and meeting hall
in Charleston, and other materials. A download-
able electronic copy of the logo is available at
www.brethren.org/download.htm.

Manchester College (North Manchester, Ind.)
students Jeremy Van Deman of Indianapolis;
Crystal Waggy of Goshen, Ind.; and Wendy
Matheny of Peoria, lIl., have received fellowships
from the Fund for Theological Education to sup-
port their consideration of ministry as a career.
Waggy and Matheny are members of the Church
of the Brethren. Each of the three received a
$1,500 award for education expenses; they are
among 70 fellows named nationwide.

Beth Sollenberger Morphew has announced her
resignation as coordinator of the Area 2 (Midwest)
Congregational Life Team effective at the end of
January 2004. She had served in the position
since July 1997. She previously served as director
of stewardship education for the General Board
beginning in 1994 and before that as pastor and
associate pastor for several congregations.

Sollenberger Morphew, who lives in Goshen, Ind.,
leaves to accept a call to pastor the Elkhart (Ind.)
Valley Church of the Brethren beginning Feb. 1.
Her husband, Tim, is pastor of the Bethany
congregation in New Paris, Ind.
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CALL FOR A LIVING PEACE CHURCH

Dear Sisters and Brothers:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Master, Jesus Christ.

Annual Conference 2003 adopted the Resolution: Call For a Living Peace Church. In so do-
ing we said that it is our intention to follow Jesus in seeking together an active Christian
peace witness in our congregation and districts. We agreed to:

¢ Pray individually and together for transformation and courage as we struggle to extend
our love for our neighbor to include our enemy;

¢ Undertake thoughtful study of the scriptures to discover afresh the things that make for
peace and discern through honest and prayerful discussion how to put this knowledge
into action.

0 Address issues of violence and answer Christ’s call to peace in a focused effort at least
once each quarter through worship, education programs, prayer, and/or some king of
public witness; and

0 Facilitate dialogue among those committed to Biblical nonresistance, those committed
to conscientious objection to armed conflict and those committed to military action, to
give expression to the Brethren witness to Jesus’ way of making peace.

As we enter the new church year, let us be diligent in pursuing peace. These four avenues
of exploration and action invite us to make less passive our efforts in peacemaking. We are
especially encouraged to address these issues at least once each quarter. And as we
gather in Charleston for Annual Conference in 2004, we look forward to sharing together as
a living peace church.

L
With Peace, _I@

Christopher Bowman, Moderator Cﬂnrirmfng the work gszs;rs.

Peacefully. Simply. Together.
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‘ Witness Commission I ‘ Nurture Commission I

Witness Special Giving
(as of November 30, 2003)

2¢ a Meal $ 717.09
Baldwin Missionary $ 1010.00
Church Community Services ~ $ 1240.00
Church World Service $ 1435.25
COB General Board $ 180.00
DISMAS $ 100.00
Soup of Success $ 165.00
Heifer International $ 580.75

| Stewardship Commission I

Financial Statistics through:
November 30, 2003

General Fund

Year to Date Income $149,102.75
Expenses $ 148,260.05
Net Gain $ 84270
Average Attendance

Worship: 94 Church School: 62

Building Fund Donations (To-date)

Walk by Faith (w/Interest) $397,653.65
Bldg. Sale proceeds (w/interest) $248,613.87
Total New Location $ 646,267.52

Sunday School News

In the new year there are some new Sunday

school opportunities for consideration.

John Zerbe will be leading the New Life
group in a discussion of Bruce Wilkerson’s
book Set Apart.

\ Thee Seekers class will be lead by Betty
Kelsey using the theme of prayer.

V' Roger Neal will help the Onward class dis-
cuss the text, Called by a New Name, au-
thored by Gerrit Dawson.

N The Overcomers will use the Guide for Bibli-
cal Studies with Dave Eis as teacher.

V' John Berkebile will spend some time with the
senior youth learning about Power Surge by
Michael Foss. You are welcome to join any
one of these classes and participate in the
discussions.

v The children through junior youth will con-
tinue in the Jubilee series learning about the
life of Jesus according to Luke. Luke charac-
terized Jesus as one who made God's love
present and real.

| Children's Choir I

Eileen Rohrer, and the rest of the congregation,
wish to congratulate the Elkhart City Children’s
Choir for once again claiming top honors at the
Concord Mall Caroling Fest on December 6.

GOOD JOB ANGI AND KIDS!
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| District Connection I

TOO BUSY TO STOP BY THE
RESOURCE CENTER?

The Resource Center is only a phone call, or e-
mail, away! Just call or e-mail Ann McNerney, Re-
source Coordinator, and share your concerns, min-
istry interests, or specific requests with her. We are
here to support you and equip you for ministry in
any way we can. Please don't hesitate to contact
Ann at any time at 888-240-8669, 574-773-3149, or
aemcnerney@aol.com.

2003-2004 Resource Center Catalog

The new "2003-2004 Resource Center Catalog" is
available at the Resource Center. Please contact
the District Office if you would like to have a copy
mailed to you. It is available in the standard printed
version and also on CD (both are free). The catalog
is also now published on the District Website where
you can search by topic all the items available at
the Resource Center.

WEB SITE DIRECTORY

The Resource Center Web Site Directory is a listing
of over 200 Christian related sites that can be ac-
cessed. You can access the directory at the nid-
cob.org home page or from the Resource Center

page.

Youth Peace Travel Team
Applications are now being accepted for the 2004
Youth Peace Travel Team. It offers Youth/Young
Adults ages 16-22 an opportunity to share their
passion for peace and justice with others. Travel
team members will visit Brethren Camps along the
East Coast during the summer of 2004. An applica-
tion form was in the November Source packet OR
contact the Brethren Witness/Washington Office at
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2004 Workcamps
The theme for the 2004 Youth and Young Adult
Workcamps is "Voices that Challenge." Based on
1 Peter 4:11, "Whoever speaks must do so as one
speaking the very words of God; whoever serves
must do so with the strength God supplies...,"
participants will be challenged to become God's
voice in an apathetic world. All the information you
need to know about the individual workcamps can
be found on the brochures available at district
offices, local churches, or by calling the Youth and
Young Adult Office. The Workcamp Video may be
borrowed from the Youth and Young Adult Office
by calling 800-323-8039 or emailing
cob_youth@brethren.org. Registration for work-
camps will begin on December 1, 2003. The work-
camp website contains all of the information and
registration materials. To register, visit the website
at: www.brethren.org/genbdlyyalworkcamps.

%%*%%*%%*%%*%%*%%*%

& Smlle
&
% Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once
talked about a contest he was asked to
% judge. The purpose of the contest was to
% find the most caring child. The winner
was a four-year-old child whose next-
2 door neighbor was an elderly gentleman
4 who had recently lost his wife. Upon
“3‘? seeing the man cry, the little boy went
|nto the old gentleman’s yard, climbed
. onto his lap, and just sat there. When his
% mother asked him what he had said to
% the neighbor, the little boy said, “Nothing,
§  just helped him cry.”

BRBRRBEEBEEREERLEEE
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stamp Mack

P.O. Box 158,
Milford, IN 46542
phone: 574-658-4831
fax: 574-658-4765
campmack@npcc.net
www.campmack.org

CAMP MACK

SWEETHEART BANQUET IS FEBRUARY 13th
Make a date now with your significant other and
plan to attend the Sweetheart Banquet on the night
before Valentine’s Day, February 13, 2003. Hors
d’oeuvres will be served at 6:15 p.m. with the ban-
quet at 7:00 p.m. and entertainment following.
Each couple will also be able to have their picture
taken as a part of the $30 per couple package.
Please send payment and names to Camp to re-
serve your places.

MISSION-FOCUSED MINISTRY

As a Christ-centered ministry, our MISSION is to
provide "holy hospitality for God's people to medi-
tate, commit, recreate, fellowship, and serve." Our
hope and our prayer is that persons will be drawn
closer to God in this sacred place. "BRINGING
OUR MISSION INTO FOCUS" YOU CAN BE A
PART OF GOD'S MISSION AT CAMP MACK - with
your finances and with your presence!!!

APPLICATIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED FOR
SUMMER STAFF. Do you know a young person
who might want to share in the ministry at Camp
Mack this summer? Summer staff are usually 18
years of age or older and are hired as general
workers in the kitchen and facility areas. Those
trained as lifeguards may also work at the water-
front. Summer staff earn scholarships of up to
$1,000 which are matched up to limits set by
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Manchester and a number of other colleges. Staff
receive room, board and salary and enjoy special
activities and outing. Interested person may call or
3-mail camp for an application.

NEWS BRIEFS:

MEMORIAL GIFTS have been received this fall in
memory of the following: Kate Warstler, Bobby
Bollinger, Robert R. Thompson and Phyllis Stroup.

The total raised for HEIFER INTERNATIONAL by
our 2003 summer camps is $2,510.10.

About $1,300 is still needed to meet the $10,000
ROSE WINDOW CHALLENGE. An anonymous
family will match up to $10,000 for the restoration
of the Rose Window in Quinter-Miller Auditorium.
Funds not used to restore the Rose Window will
create an endowment to care for all camp’s stained
glass windows.

FAMILY CAMP GIFTS: The colony camp auction
raised $1082.50 for Bibles and a snow cone ma-
chine, helping campers to have access to the Word
of God and to stay cool next summer! Labor Day
Family Camp contributed $1230.00 to go toward
the new West Pavilion.

NEW SUMMER PROGRAMS: Watch for details of
new summer programs coming soon in the Sum-
mer Camp Brochure: Beginner's Camp, Bike
Camp, Fine Arts Camp, The Wilderness

Journey . ..

0000600000000 0000000000000
: A quiet Place quote

# Today in @ moment of trail, | rediscovered

o Jesus, or perhaps discovered him for the first

¢ time. But in @ monastery you are always

o discovering Jesus for the first time.

: —Thomas Merton :
0000000000000 000000000000
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‘ Youth Activities I

John Berkebile will be teaching the Youth Sunday
School Class from the Power Surge book.
January Activities
18th—Scavenger Hunt immediately following
Sunday School. Youth will stop for fast food with
the scavenger hunt after that.
February Activities
7th— The youth will go to Chicago on the South
Shore and spend the day
4 Visiting museums.

-
va

a

20-21—Winter District
Youth Retreat at Camp
Mack. Registration begins
at 6:00 p.m. of Friday and
the closing will be at 10:30
vt v— am. on Sunday.

< Ve vt
27-28—30 Hour Famine

MINISTRY NEED...

Are you looking for a way to minister to the Elkhart
City Church? Right now there is a need for one or
two adults to help with the sound ministry of the
church. Prior experience is not necessary. Train-
ing will be provided. After training, you would be
responsible for the sound ministry approximately
one Sunday per month. Responsibilities include
setup and tear-down of equipment, operation of
the sound system during the worship service, and
recording of the service on cassette. You would
be working independently or as part of a team. If
you are interested in joining the sound ministry
team please see Gary Arnold.
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Birthdays

Jean Mann
Paul Ritzmann
Fred Walters
Bertha Ramos
Jenny Cooper
Lois Thompson
Don Gordon
Carolyn Colver
25 Richard Rohrer
25 Shelby Werner
27 Betty Kelsey
28 Carrie Swigert

Noowoo o~

Anniversaries
27 Henry & Mary Schmucker

We have received word that Mui Tran, a Viet-
namese refugee sponsored by Elkhart City, has
suffered a stroke. She and her husband, Quyen,
have been dealing with the fact that their son,
Tung, has been missing for three months. Elkhart
City was instrumental in bringing the Trans to the
US and they could use Christian love once again.
The Tran’s address is:

60941 Deerfield Drive

Elkhart, IN 46516
Their daughter, Ngoc Sharp, has a phone number
of 707-2858.
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4 9:00 Worship 5 6 7 8 9 10
10:45 Church School 9:00 Volunteer Fellowship
4:30 p.m. Overcomer's 7:00 Stewardship Comm.
@MmcL _ . , . 7:00 Witness Comm.
Special Music by Mark Amold 6:30 Children’s Choir 7:00 Cornerstone Committee
11 9:00 Worship 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:45 Church School
6:30 Children’s Choir
Children’s Choir singing 7:30 Adult choir —Church Board Retreat | At Camp Mack—
18 9:00 Worship 19 20 21 22 23 24
10:45 Church School
7:00 Nurture Comm. o _ _
Adult Choir singing | 7-00 Cornerstone Committee 6:30 Children’s choir 7:00 Worship Comm.
25 9:00 Worship 26 27 28 29 30 3

10:45 Church School

Men’s Chorus singing

6:30 Children’s Choir
7:30 Adult Choir




