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Creekside Connection 
The 

 

September 2006 

The Pastor’s Ponderings 

A pastor friend of mine was asked to join a group of city dignitaries at the dedication 
of a new bridge. John’s task was to pray. There are no courses in seminary that teach 
such things as praying for bridge openings, or praying around home plate at church 
league softball games. The only exception is Holy Cross priests who pray for Notre 
Dame’s football team before the players touch the “Play Like a Champion Today” 
sign and get fired up in the tunnel. What do they pray? “Lord, please be with the play-
ers and coaches of both teams. Help them be men of character and practice good 
sportsmanship. Bless everyone on the field of competition today, and Lord, if you 
would, please bless the Irish a little more.” 

I asked John what he prayed in his “bridge prayer.” He gave me the version he wanted 
to use-- “God, may this bridge do what it is designed to do. May it connect commerce 
on the north and south sides of our great city. May it stand long and strong, and keep 
motorists and pedestrians from plummeting into the river.” 

September 24 is Dedication Sunday for our new facility. It will not be anything at all 
like dedicating a bridge. The Dedication Team (Ted Noffsinger, Marilee Gilliland, De-
ana Markley, and yours truly) is hard at work, tending to the myriad of details that are 
part of this event. The team’s first task was answering questions—“How do we dedi-
cate the building?” “Why do we dedicate the building?” “What are we dedicating be-
sides a building?” In our planning, we return to two truths— one, “Unless the Lord 
builds the house, its builders labor in vain (Psalm 127:1), and two, our new home isn’t 
a home. It is a way station. The purpose of building was not to have a new building. 
Creekside’s beautiful edifice is a physical, tangible means to help guide others to their 
spiritual, eternal purpose. It is a door into the home of God’s heart. 

Two special worship services are being planned for our big day.  In our 9:00 a.m. wor-
ship hour we will lift up the purposes to which God calls all of us as his disciples.    
There will be a dedication of memorial gifts given in honor of Hal Heeter,  Mary Bailey 
Rose, and  Ralph Gordon.  The work of the Cornerstone Team and other individuals  

(continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

who played a major role in building the church will be recognized. The afternoon ser-
vice begins at 3:00 p.m. We will have many guests with us from consultants to contrac-
tors, all of whom contributed to the building project. 

We are pleased to have Stanley Noffsinger, the General Secretary of the Church of the 
Brethren bring the morning message and participate in the afternoon dedication ser-
vice.  

Our choirs and David Gilliland will provide music that is certain to enhance our wor-
ship. 

As the Dedication Team studied resources that may be used on September 24, we were 
given an order of dedication used in the Church of Scotland. Let me close with an ex-
cerpt which reminds us of the most important dedication of all: 

And now, as a people within the household of God: 

In the unity of the faith, in the communion of saints, 

In love and goodwill to all, 

in remembrance of those who have finished their course in life, 

in gratitude for the gift of this house to be a dwelling-place of God 

through the Spirit, 

we dedicate ourselves anew to the worship of God 

and the service of his kingdom… 

 
PAGE 15 SEPTEMBER 2006 



 
PAGE 14 SEPTEMBER 2006 

Young Adults 

in the Creekside 
Community, 

We would like to 
welcome you to a new 
Sunday School class.  

It will begin September 10 in 
the sanctuary.  The bible study 
we will be starting with is the 
“Visual Bible Book of Matthew”.  
This virtual bible study will 
take us through the book of 
Matthew with DVD story telling 
utilizing the new church’s mul-
timedia system in the sanctu-
ary. 

We hope to see you there, 

My email address is the 
same:  MARNOL5@LUC.EDU.  
However, my address is dif-
ferent: 

Mark Arnold 
Mailbox# 2108 
26 E. Pearson St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 
 

Also, I don't know if you 
want to put in a phone num-
ber, but if you have space, 
my number is:  574-849-3251 

Creekside’s Community Dinners will begin 
again on Wednesday, October 11.  They 
will then be held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month.   

Please come join us and bring your 
friends! 

 
There will be a brunch following Worship Ser-
vice on Labor Day Weekend, September 3. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September Birthdays 

   4 Samantha Cooper 
   9 Bill Pletcher 
   14 Stacey Rodgers 
  16 Sandy Miller 
  17 Kathy Royer 
  21 Walter Harroff 
   22 Paulajean Ritzmann 
  26 Jan Swigert 
  28 Annamae Hoke 
   29 Bruce Barwick 

  

 

 
September Anniversaries 

   4 Ronnie & Mary Lou Martin 
 15 Eric & Mandy Chris 
  17 David & Elizabeth Gilliland 
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Creekside Church 

Golf Outing 
September 17, 2006 

Lunch, golf, fellowship, prizes, 
and laughter.   

Invite a friend. 

More details to come. 

DON’T MISS THIS ONE! 

Contact  Ron Fritz -612-9252 if you have ques-
tions. 

 

Many have expressed ap-
preciation for the Phone 
Tree messaging system, 

which relays prayer requests, and 
church activity updates to our homes. 
In recent months we have had difficulty 
with the system and this week learned 
that it is no longer operational. The cost 
to buy a new system is $1,200. The board 
affirmed the usefulness of Phone Tree, 
but budget allocations prevent us from 
purchasing it until later. It is important 
for us to be informed about prayer needs 
and other important announcements. If 
you or your Sunday school class would 
like to contribute to the messaging sys-
tem, please designate your offering to 
the Phone Tree account. Thank you. 
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ENRICHING YOUR 

 MARRIAGE 

      Improving communication in your marriage 
            Learning the languages of love 
                    Working one on one with your spouse 
 

WHO: Creekside Church of the Brethren Fellowship Team is organizing 
this retreat opportunity for couples 

WHAT: Beginning with Friday evening supper and continuing throughout 
the day on Saturday, the Marriage Enrichment retreat will be led by Carol 
and Norm Waggy 

WHEN: November 10th gathering from 6-6:30 Friday evening through Sat-
urday, November 11th around 5 p.m. 

WHERE: The Green Meadow Bed and Breakfast in Shipshewana, north of 
town on State Rd. 5 

HOW: Look for a sign up brochure coming out soon with more info on the 
location, schedule, and the leadership.  Sign up by Sunday October 8th.  Reg-
istration is open to the first 7 couples who sign up before the October 8th 
deadline.  The cost per couple will be $110 plus lunch on your own in town 
on Saturday. Scholarships will be available for couples if needed.  

 

The retreat will begin with a gathering time of 6-6:30 on Friday evening No-
vember 10th, with a sit down meal together beginning at 6:30. There will be 
time after the evening session for ice cream and relaxing Carol and Norm 
Spicher-Waggy  will be in leadership Carol is an ordained minister in the 
Church of the Brethren.  Norm is a family physician. They have led numer-
ous workshops at Family Camp at Camp Mack and have training and ex-
perience in leading Marriage Enrichment Seminars. 
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See Jean if you can attend so registration can be sent in and carpooling planned. 

Inspiration and persistence 

Chicago teacher Jack Canfield was having trouble persuading his inner-city students to 
want to learn. Many thought they were unable to grasp the lessons Canfield was trying to 
teach. Many lacked self-confidence and motivation.  
 
One day, while meditating, Canfield had a vision. What if he collected stories by or about 
people who had overcome obstacles of all sorts? Wouldn’t that be like chicken soup for the 
soul?  
 
Canfield joined with a friend, Mark Victor Hansen, and together they began to collect in-
spirational stories about people who had overcome handicaps or personal problems to suc-
ceed in life. They took the final collection to 140 book publishers before they found one 
that would print it. That book became a best seller and encouraged them to publish sev-
eral other “Chicken Soup” books. There are now 100 million copies of these books in print.  
 
Like the people in their books, Canfield and Hansen overcame obstacles on the way to 
sharing their inspiration. They believe that they were led by the hand of God. 
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The Bible Challenge 
This quiz allows you to test your knowl-
edge of the Bible. 

 

1. Proverbs says that a man who boasts 
of gifts he does not give is like: 
a. Clouds and wind without rain 
b. A constant dripping of water 
c. A barren ox 
d. One who lies down in the midst of 

the sea 
2. In the parable of the sower, which of 

these fall away in time of temptation? 
a. Those who fall by the wayside 
b. Those who fall upon rock 
c. Those who fall among thorns 
d. Those who fall on good soil 

3. To whom was the prophecy given that 
the Savior would be born of a virgin? 
a. Ezekiel 
b. Daniel 
c. Elijah 
d. Isaiah 

4. How did the soldier confirm that Jesus 
was dead? 

a. Broke his legs 
b. Spat on him 
c. Pierced his side with a spear 
d. Pulled out his beard 

5. Which of these is NOT a book of the 
Bible? 
a. Jude 
b. Esther 
c. Hezekiah 
d. Nehemiah 

6. Where were the disciples first called 
Christians? 

a. Antioch 
b. Cyprus 
c. Jerusalem 
d. Berea 

7. Which of these men refused to assist 
David and his men, and died as a re-
sult? 
a. Eleazar 
b. Nabal 
c. Saul 
d. Abimelech 

8. The sun stood still while Joshua’s 
army destroyed the 
a. Amalekites 
b. Amorites 
c. Philistines 
d. Hittites 

9. The Tigris and Euphrates rivers flow 
into what body of water? 
a. Red Sea 
b. Dead Sea 
c. Persian Gulf 
d. Black Sea 

10.How many husbands had the Samari-
tan woman Jesus met at the well had? 
a. 3 
b. 4 
c. 5 
d. 6  
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NEWS FROM  

 MISSION OUTREACH 
As we head towards the beautiful days of fall 
we wanted to remind you of some exciting 
opportunities we have for outreach.  The 
local Crop Walk will be held on Sunday Octo-
ber 1st.  We hope to have registration pack-
ets available by September 10th for you to 
pick up.  The Mission/Outreach team is plan-
ning a very special gift for all who walk so 
get your tennis shoes on and start getting in 
shape. 

 Look for details from our youth on helping 
them assemble School Kits for Church World 
Service.  What a great way to reach outside 
of our local area and help children all across 
the world. 

As we look at ways to be a welcoming 
church consider inviting a friend to the an-
nual Creekside Golf Outing to be held 

September 17th and show them how fun we 
can be. 

Watch for an exciting display in the Gather-
ing Area starting on September 17th.  Mis-
sion Outreach is working with a local mar-
keting company to provide us with the op-
portunity to purchase t-shirts, sweatshirts, 
hats etc. with our name and logo on 
them.  We hope these are things you can 
wear out and about to let people know who 
we are.  This can be a great conversation 
starter and a way to help us invite people to 
visit and find out who we are. 

These are some terrific ways we can connect 
with others and share the love of Jesus 
Christ.  As the saying goes "Try It You'll Like 
It". 

FELLOWSHIP TIME 
Drinks only will be served 
during fellowship time—
except on the 1st Sunday of 
each month, food will be 
served. 

 

 
 

Don’t forget your tools for our 
Camp Mack tool box.  The fes-
tival will be the first Saturday of 
October. 
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The word, "Amen" means truly, surely, or may it be so.  It is the last 
word of the Bible, but it doesn't need to be the last words for us.  
Telling others "Amen!" for the gifts they share is a ministry in which 
we can all participate.  To make this easier, Worship Team has created 
Amen! cards which can be found in the small baskets with the blue ribbon 
on the sides in the gathering area.  These cards can be filled out with 
someone's name and words of encouragement and given to that person, put 
in their church mailbox, or mailed as a post card. 

There are many, many people at Creekside who have been blessed with 
gifts that they share with the congregation.  Some of these are public 
gifts, but many are not.  You might consider challenging yourself to 
fill out a card for someone each week for the next few weeks.  Does the 
landscaping look great when you arrive?  Fill out a card.  Does the 
building seem clean and well-tended?  Find out who is responsible, and 
let them know you noticed.  There are folks who represent our congrega-
tion away from our building and gatherings, at Dismas, Church Community 
Service, the CROP Walk, and other organizations.  Let them know that 
you're grateful for their presence in the community on our behalf.  Pay 
attention to our youth and children and the contributions they make to 
our church family. 

The apostles had a partner in ministry to whom they gave the name 
Barnabas, which means "son of encouragement." (Acts 4:36)  I believe we 
are all called to a ministry of encouragement; may we discover the 
Barnabas in each of us.  Amen. 

                                                                                
Rosanna McFadden 
                                                                                

for Worship Team 

Forgiveness is necessary if we are to fully follow the teaching of Christ. But how many 
times should we forgive another who often offends us? Peter asked Jesus if we should 
forgive as many as “seven times?” (Matthew 18:21). Peter probably felt that forgiving 
seven times would be more than generous. But Jesus had another idea. According to 
Jesus, how many times should we forgive?  
 
A. Seventy  
B. Seventy times seven  
C. Seven hundred  
D. Seventy-seven  
 
The correct answer is found in Matthew 18:22  
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   9:00 a.m. —Worship 
     NO Church School 
 
BRUNCH FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
 

4—Labor Day 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 

5 
4:30 p.m.— Overcomers—
MCL 

6   
9:00 a
ship 

10 
   9:00 a.m.—Worship 
 10:45 a.m.—Church School 
    Sr. High—Dunes 
 
Deadline to sign up for Golf Outing 

11 
 

12 
6:30 p.m. - Church Board 
 
 

13 
 

17 
  9:00 a.m.— Worship 
10:45 a.m.—Church School 

 
Golf Outing 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
7:00 

24 
  9:00 a.m.— Worship 
10:45 a.m.—Church School 
            
3:00 p.m.— DEDICATION SERVICE 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

D
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a.m.— Volunteer Fellow-
7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

p.m.— Mission/Outreach 
21 
 
 

22 
 

22 
 

28 
 

29 30 

2006 

DEADLINE FOR 
NEWSLETTER 


